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Preface

Positive feedback from Iranian and foreign daf learners and masters on
the previous three-volume series entitled “The Modern Method of Playing
Daf”, gave me the impetus to compile a more comprehensive and up-to-date
series in a more systematic approach. In the new version the shortcomings
of the previous books are removed, new signs and symbols are introduced
for notation, and a variety of exercises are added to enhance learners’
understanding of and mastery over thythms.

Inspired by “The Seven Cities of Love” of Attar Neishabouri, the great Iranian
poet, the new series has been presented in seven volumes as follows:

Books 1 & 2: elementary level,
Books 3 & 4: intermediate level,
Books 5 & 6: advanced level, and
Book 7: excellent level.

The seventh book is just meant to bring the work 1) ar. "nq, but the fact is that
both daf playing and rhythm are endless.

['wish with all my heart that compilation of hic.iew series would be an effective
step in familiarizing people around the vorid »=Zh this musical instrument and
giving them the chance to play it wei. inu ¢njoy its enchanting tune. To this
end, translation of the book int. various languages is provided for foreign
learners at www.thedaf.com

Finally, [ take the opnori ity to thank all those who have helped me in
compilation of Biok 4, (specially Mr. Mehdi Naghshinehpour for his
collaboration *» a1 anguig exercises, Mr. Soheil Habibi and Mr. Parham
Sarem for ¢ote wriung, Mr. Shahrouz Moharampour for page layout, Mr.
Kourosh Babaee ror providing illustrations and the cover design, Mr. Mir
Alireza Mir Alinaghi for his foreword, Mr. Iman Hami for translating the
foreword, and my dear friend, Mr. Saced Alimirzaee, for translating the texts
and his cooperation in publishing the series.

I hope you will find it useful and enjoy it.

Masoud Habibi
Spring, 2020
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