W\ RS

P Y- LY W
The Grapes of Wrath
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Introduction
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Uncle John said, “We've never been paupers before.”
“Maybe we have io learn, “Tom side. “We never were forced off our
land before.”
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In October 1929, Wall Street, the center of finance in the Ur'ted
States, crashed. This was the start of the Great Degi ssior, which
lasted through the 1930s.
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During those years, there was less busi iese activity and there was high
unemployment. By 1933, sixtren 1illion cople were unemployed.
Across the country, banks closed . wii and people lost their savings.
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In many places,peoplc whe secame poor and homeless lived together
in camps. Theze comp were called Hoovervilles because a lot of
people blamea Pres.dent Hoover for the Depression.
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In the Hoowervilles some people lived in boxes and others in cars
or tents.
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At the same time, the southwestern states (including Oklahoma,



