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Introduction

What is an idiom?

Idiom is a group of words in a fixed order that have a particular
meaning that is different from the meanings of” each word on its
own. For example, to «have bilten off more than you can chew» is
an idiom that means you have tried to do something which is too
difficult for you.

To put in other words, an idiom is figurative expression or phrase
used to express an idea vaguely, so it doesn’t relate directly to
the person you're speaking to.

A good example of this would be, «you can’t have yo o cike and
wal it too». This idiom is saying that in some sitisiong in life, you
can’t have two good things if' they contradic. witi each other.
Some idioms are funny or silly whil® ¢ hers can be quite
profound. People love to use and teac ‘idic ns because they make
the language a lot more enjoyab’ic:

[dioms share cultural and histor el it formation and broadens
people’s understanding asd manipulation of a language.
Among the various definition. of idioms are: (1) the langunage
peculiar to a people, cour try;class, community or, more rarely,
an individual; (2) ason.trw tion or expression having a meaning
different from the hite.ul one or not according to the usual
patterns of the lariuage (New Webster's Dictionary, 1993).
Idioms inclule o the expressions we use that are unique to
English, 1acioding clichés and slang. Prepositional usage is also
a commou part of idiomatic expressions (Princeton Review,
1998).

Idiomatic Expression; an expression whose meanings cannot be
inferred from the meanings of the words that make it up.



Why idioms are important for English language

learners?

The English language has more than 1,000,000 words and is one
of the most flexible languages in the world. It's 4 living language,
like those other languages we use today. Understanding the
lexicon of English demands more than knowing the denotative
meaning of words, [t requires its speakers to have connotative
word comprehension and more, an understanding of figurative
language. Idioms fall into this final category.

Idioms are pervasive, They're used in formal and informal
speech, conversation and writing and are part of standard ipeech
I business, education and the media. L2 learners are expecod to
understand a variety of common idioms, which is advantageous
for those planning to work in a world that \acreasingiy uses
English as the language of communicatior arn! _Jommerce.
Whether it s working in one’s native count yoor = an English-
speaking country, idioms are important .= p. of the shared
knowledge among English speakers

I believe the phrase, subtleties of the . ‘neage, best describes g
general area into which idioms cap | - mtegorized. They transmit
certain information about the speake  that might not be obvious.
Students of English who “ftectively communicate with idioms
show a certain understazdingr o the language. They understand
and communicate on.a g eper level of the language. People use
the word “subtle” not g™ ne of its definition where something
is hard to grasv o dilicult to define but in a more expansive
way. The wider g ming consists of a definition where lexical
usage shows a G per understanding of the target language and
culture.

Since vocabulary and culture are intertwined, 1,2 speakers can
gain more vocabulary through idioms and conversely, can learn
more about idioms trom being exposed to the target culture. The
more comprehensible input there is the more learnery’ listening,
speaking, writing and reading skills will improve,
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Why teach idioms?

1) Students very often describe situations for which an idiom is
the best way of expressing what they want to say. Giving them
the idiom therefore expands their ability to communicate their
nwaning.

2) It's actually impossible to avoid idiomatic language altogether,
and many expressions which seem natural to a native speaker
have a metaphorical meaning which, once understood, clarifies
the expression for learners. For example native speakers often
uses the expression fed up’to mean bored and frustrated because
they'have had enough of something. But how much easier is it
to remember once you understand that this feelin> 1.5 arisen
because you have ‘eaten’ something until you are comyy letely full

of it?

3} Idioms abound in English for Specific Pur, oser, for example
in Business English we often talk abot ‘4 nking outside the
box” to mean not being constrained >y ¢ nrentional thinking.

4) Learners don’t necessarily heve o w¢ a lot of idioms but
they will need to have the mast Hmiraon ones in their passive
knowledge it they wish ton avimize their understanding of
the language. This is as true »f written language as spoken.
Newspaper headlinecare a good example here.

5) Finally, idioms «se cn eajoyable way of using language and
enjoyment helpe u: to rearn more effectively.

I'd like to leave yau v ith one final word about how to use idioms,
which is that native speakers often just refer to them or use an
abbreviated virsion rather than using the whole expression.

Let's look again at «The grass is always greener on the other side of
the fence». We can shorten it to « The grass s always greener on the
other side», or even Just «The grass is always greener». | think it's
grreat to be able to express yourself so economically.



