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Preface

Introduction

After publishing “News & Views: A Course in Reading British & American News” in 2010,
I received some constructive positive feedback from both my colleagues and students regarding the
video-based activities of the book. This provided me with further impetus to work on the present book
to satisfy the needs and interest of readers, and this was how “Learn English News through Videos”
came into existence.

The book is overridingly intended to offer an authentic multi-skills syllabus in listening,
reading and writing of news items that is specifically geared towards the needs of the students of EFL,
as well as of media and cultural studies. To this end, 100 thematically-based lessons have been
designed to encourage readers to work with dictionary while reading a piece of news text, practice their
intensive and extensive listening skills, and write summaries for the news items they see.

Key Features * ‘_

Taking the objectives into account, the book has been developed s that a set of specific
features are included. Here are some of the key features of the bank:

* 100 easy-to-use lessons containing 400 video clips in to. !

* Four video-based exercises in each two-page lesson; v ith o rirst exercise representing the

theme of the lesson on the left-hand page and three f lloiv- ~exercises on the right-hand page

¢ A-Z thematic classification of news items w. 4 44 di‘ferent subjects such as accidents,
archaeology, attack, cars, clashes, conflict, cri==2. cu*ure, demonstration, diplomacy, economy,
education, elections, energy, environment' fir.nce, etc.
Hands-on multimedia-based exereises ‘up; ‘rte:. by the accompanied DVD
Coverage of more than 1500 frequei.ily 1sed new words and expressions
Suitable for self-study and English lab. ‘atory use
BrE and AmE phonetic transcrij ‘ions of new words
Comprehensive reader-frien’ i;z a1 swer key
Alphabetical index of nexwoi 1s a..d expressions .

The Organisatiofalthe Lessons

The general structur ) of > lessons is as the following:

1. Exercise 1 is a Xiaqd of warm-up which elicits the context-based meaning of important words
and expresiion: used in the first video clip. The pronunciation and part of speech of the
words are also ¢ ovided. ;

2. Fill-in-the-blank exercise whose main purpose is to improve intensive listening and to draw
readers’ attention towards certain words and expressions. ‘

3. Guided summarisation intends to enable the readers to write the summary of a piece of
news through having access to potentially difficult words and expressions.

4. Summarisation exercise which functions mainly as a wrap-up for each lesson. This exercise
aims at improving readers’ extensive listening and requires them to draw on their global
understanding of a video clip to derive and provide an oral/written summary of the news item.

. Contact Information

To receive any further information and to send your comments concerning the improvement or a
prospective revision of the book please don't hesitate to contact me via: news_videos@yahoo.com.

Mehdi Vaez Dalili

Isfahan
November 2011



Pronunciation Guide

Pronunciation Symbols

Consonants Key Word

pit
wet
cat
run
hot
put
ago
cozy
influence
see
arm
rS saw
too
her (BrE)
bird (AmE)
father (AmE)
Lip"itFongs day
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low (BrE)

low (AmE)

how ‘
near (BrE)

hair (BrE)

poor (BrE)

fire

aua sour

z
. d
B
K
.0

S
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Other Symbols Used in the Pronunciations

/(r)y

1
1

W
Il

This shows that the /1/ as in the word teacher /'ti:.tfa(r)/ is pronounced in UK English when followed by

a vowel sound, but not when followed by a consonant sound. In US English it is always pronounced.

primary stress (the part of the word you emphasize most), as in above /a'bav/

secondary stress (the part of the word you emphasize as well as, but not quite as much as, the primary
stress), as in backyard / bak'ja:d/

This is used when a consonant (usually ‘') can be pronounced as a syllable on its own, as in the word
angle /'zq.gl/.

This separates British and American pronunciations: British on the left and the American on the right.
This is the syllable mark shown as a full stop, coming before each new syllable as in the word standard
/'steen.dad/. The syllable mark shows that the word ‘standard’ has two syllables. If stress marks are
shown in a word, they also show when a new syllable starts. So, in a word like banana /ba'na:.na/ the
stress mark and syllable mark show that there are three syllables in the word.



