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IN THE NAME OF GOD

Preface

Conducting research has been one of the most significant activities in the last
few decades in our field. Formerly. students of applied linguisgics were
limited 1o library research. They would read what others gclaighed. then
puaraphrase or quote words of others, and eventually draw som slusions
there upon. Of course. there 15 nothing against library rexear(.h It i
is. and it ill be a frequently used lu,hmqm. of Inquigy.
powerful ¢nough 1o cope with ihe developments
formulation of new findings.

Our field 1s growing fast. 1t 1s becoming morda ¢ scientifically-
oriented. It is expanding rapidly in scope and g mingled with other
fields, Psychology, sociology. ncurology . anthropology, and
language acquisition are just a lew wreas 1t related 10 the lield of
language education. Some of these figlds @sqleogous methods of rescarch o
approximate the techniques ol physicilyg es.

For scholars in the field of apy inguistics, it has become un

OWEVET,
eld and the

the techniques and principles o HITC rescarch. Applied finguists should
undersiand what other resgagg ¢ doing in their fields. Furthermore,
applied linguists should beNabidNp express themselves in the language of
rescarch such that others stand their findings.

This would n : le unless researchers in the field of apptlied
linguistics prepar es to conduct research scientifically and move
hwimd traditiogal s of literature type investigations.

This boo esigned to Fultill the ubove-mentioned need of the
students of language and language related fields. It 1s the product of over a
decade ot teaching research methods course w different universities and at
difterent levels of education.

Most of the materials have been tried in research methods classes and
revised for betterment. Thus. the book has certain unique charactenistics.

First of all. it does not assume any prior knowledge of conducting
rescarch on the part of the siudents. Therefore. the concepts. the procedures.
and the practical problems are presented in as simple a language as possible.
No linguistic complexity is included in the text either. because 1 believe that
complex concepts can be expliained in simple linguistic contexts. Sometimes.
the reader may feel that some of the concepts are overdone. However. the
repetiiton of some of the concepts has been deliberate. In some educational
institutions, such as Pavam-Noor University. students do not have the chance

hY



of attending regular classes. So, the materials should be developed in such a
way that they have the least need for teachers to explain the concepts.

Second, the context of the materials is geared to the fields of applied
linguistics. That 1s, the examples and the activities are taken from the EFL
environments in Tran. Therefore, students are expected to face no conceptual
problem in understanding the contexts. This would alleviate one of the major
disadvantages of the available books in which most of the examples and
explanations are within the context of an alien society. It is believed that the
major problem regarding foreign books is not understanding the scientific
concepts themselves but getting the points within the context in which they
are explained.

Third, the materials in cach chapter are built on the preyious chapters.
Therefore, it is not advised to start from a chapter in theoni e of the boak.
Nor is it recommended to eliminate any chapter. The cha scquenced
such that each chapter is a prerequisite for the subsequent on

Of course, for those who are already w‘th concepts in
research, it may not be necessary to read the B cOver to cover.
However, as mentioned before, this book is dggsd those who do not
have any prior knowledge on the issue. Thdfefs ey should study the
chapters in the presented sequence.

Fourth, the materials are sequenc asis of the steps involved
in a real research project. That is, th ers are not on the basis of the
sequence of statistics or resear c8gls. Rather, they are arranged on the
basis of steps that should be ta conducting a research project. Thus,
teachers should lead the students t the process of research on the basis
of the steps presented in the Back.

Fifth, the activities b8k are designed in such a way that the
5tudent«. would be abl their comprehension of both the concepts
s. That is, the activities are of two types. The
ﬁrst type of activiticgh des true-talse, multipie-choice, and comprehension
items which are {Bsi check the students’ comprehension of the concepts.
The second t ities usually include certain problems to be solved or
certain 1as erformed. This part is designed for the swdents to check
whether th capable of applying theoretical information to practical real
life situations or not. Although, the key to the activities is provided at the
end of the book, students are strongly recommended not to consult the key
before trying their best to solve the problems.

Sixth. the book is designed for a two-semester course of research
methods 1 and 2. It includes 16 chapters. My own preference is to teach the
first 8 chapters for rescarch methods 1. The first eight chapters deal with the
foundations of research. It is also recommended that students prepare a
review of literature type paper for the term. That is, the students are required
to set a question. make a hypothesis, do the necessary readings, und
document the matertals they read following one of the style formats
discussed in the book (preferably APA).

In research methods 2. the rest of the book will be taught and the
students would work on the topics they had selected in research methods 1,
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but would complete the rest of their research projects. At the end of the
research methods 2. students are required to prepare a complete term paper
which approximates the qualities of a publishable article.

Last. but not least. the book reflects my own experiences in teuching
rescarch methods courses. Furthermore, it has been trnied for a few vears at
different universitics with different student populations. However, NO
PERFECTION IS CLAIMED by any means. 1 am looking lorwird to
receiving constructive comments from colleagues, students, and readers.
And I am positive that these comments and suggestions will detinitely help
improve the quality of the book in later editions.

H Jarhady

¢ 78 an, 1995
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