¥

A Glossary of Literary Terms

NINTH EDITION

M. H. ABRAMS
Cornelf University

Geoffrey Galt Harpham

. Nationat Humanities Center

' WADSWORTH

L% CENGAGE Learning
Australia « Brazil » Japan ¢ Korea » Mexico » Singapore * Spain
United Kingdom » United Stares



*

Te Ruth

r"\\\fad‘ﬂ"lxh.t}llxll MMJ‘.H
Abrams,Meyer Howard : satam g i gae
A glossary of literary terms/ M.H. Abrams,Geoffrey
Galt Harpharn

VA=A e oL 0l s Oladile
oa TAY X o pallbabadda
‘ b s Cae b Sy
ol Cadilasly
wlai Sudilsaly
...(5_,1"):..!]!_,1‘5)...315: U"“_‘Pl’]
Lajuuad g pilbaal — Ak fadsa
UMJC)M'—&LHJ: E".ﬁb,‘
r—\‘i‘\ Wl GH 1rh._!JLh: HJ""“ deulad
Harpham, Geoffry Glat: 02858 aliid
WALA S Y Tjeifo PN: 5 818 (galod
ANE: 82 sakied
AYoy AN : orla gualinlatis o jlad

Ha b of jLAaal

A glossary of literary terms : ._,L",s?u

S gl i e

Ged e o

oS S

o'l.i_, H ‘.;’L?

ol oo

Ju,vefoaa Caadd

e ol et lamf = Jak saly = Jyl e gautihs Hladbo cotgans ) GLLA = LU Glias
1aeYaE - \ﬂ;\OY'\T: AL
. TUAVALES @ WSl
ajledi by cBy pomd 50 Gloal 3 Gl B plad & 5L (Bosel slaglst o5 5 CD 5 S Jlusl

WA YAE - AT AT glydD

SRAY - AVELEE



> + WADSWORTH
s o CENGAGE Learning

A Glossary of Literary Terms,
Ninth Edition

M. H. Abrams, Geoffrey
Galt Harpham

Publisher: Michael Rasenberg
Managing Development Editor:
Karen Judd '
Senior Editorial Assistant:
Megan Garvey
Content Project Manager:
Jessica Rasile
Productian Technology Analyst:
Jamison MacLachlan
Senior Art Disector:
Cate Rickard Barr
Senior Print Buyer: Betsy Donaghey
Text Permissions Editor: Margaret
Chamberlaln-Gaston
Production Service/Compositor.
Newgen
Cover Design: Ross Carron Design

Printed in Canada
12345671211 1009 08

© 2009, 2005 Wadsworth Cengage Learning

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this work covered by
the copyright herein may be reproduced, transmitted,
stored, or used in any form or by any means graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including but not limited to
photocopying, recording, scannlng, digitizing, taping,
Web distribution, information networks, or information
storage and retrieval systems, except as permitted un-
der Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States
Copyright Act, without the prior written permission of
the publisher, '

For product information and technology
assistance, contact us at
Cengage Learning Academlc Resaurce Center,
1-800-423-0563
For permission to use material from this text or
product, submit all reguests online at
www.cengage.com/parmissions.
Further permissions questions can be
e-mailed to
permisslonrequest@cengage.com.

Library of Congsess Contral Number: 2008924505
I1SBN-13: 978-1-4130-3390-8
ISBN-10: 1-4130-3390-3

Wadsworth Cengage Leaming
25 Thamson Flace

Boston, MA 02210

USA

Cengage Learning products are represented in
Canada by Nelson Education, Ltd.

For your course and learning solutions, visit
academic.cengage.com,

Purchase any of our products at your local college
store or at our preferred online store
www.lchapters.com.




*

About the Authors

M. H. Abrams, Class of 1916 Professor of English at Comell University, Emeritus,
is a distinguished scholar who has written prize-winning books on eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century literature, literary theory and criticism, European Romanticism,
and Western intellectual history. His A Glossary of Literary Tenns is a series of succinct
essays on the chief terms and concepts used in discussing literature, literary history
and movements, and literary criticism. Since first published in 1957, the Glossary has
become an indispensable handbook for all students of English and other literatures.

Geoffrey Galt Harpham is president and director of the National Hurnanities
Center in North Carolina. He has written extensively in the fields of intellectual his-
tory and critical theory, and on the work of Joseph Conrad. Among his books are
The Character of Criticism, Shadows of Ethics: Criticism and the Just Society, and Language
Alone: The Critical Fetish of Modemity.



*

Contents

PREFACE ix
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  xi

HOW TO USE THIS GLOSSARY  xii
LITERARY TERMS 1

INDEX OF AUTHORS 383

vii



*

Preface

This book defines and discusses terms, critical theories, and points of view that are
commonly applied in classifying, analyzing, interpreting, and writing the history of
works of literature. The component entries, together with the guides to further read-
ing included in most of them, are oriented especially toward undergraduate students
of English, American, and other literacures. Over the decades, however, the book has
proved to be a useful and popular work of reference for advanced students, as well as
for the general reader with literary interests,

A Glossary of Literary Terms consists of succinet essays in the alphabetic order of
the title word or phrase. Terms that are related buc subsidiary, or that designate sub-
classes, are discussed under the title heading of the primary or generic term; in addi-
tion, words that are often used in conjunction, or as mutually defining contraries, are
discussed in the same essay, The altemative organization of a literary handbook as a
dictionary of terms, defined singly, makes dull reading and requires excessive repeti-
tion and cross-indexing. lt,may also be misleading, because the application of many
termns becomes clear only in the context of other terms and concepts to which they
are related, subordinated, or opposed. The essay form also makes it feasible to sup-
plement the definition of a literary term with indications of its changes in meaning
over time, and of its diversity of meanings in current usage, in order to help readers
steer their way through the shifting references and submerged ambiguities of its var-
ied applications, In addition, the discursive treatment of literary terms provides an
opportunity to write entries that are not only informative, but pleasurable to read.
In each entry, boldface identifies terms for which the entry provides the principal
discussion, and italics indicate terms that are discussed more fully elsewhere in the
Gilossary.

The purpose of this new edition is to keep the entries current with innovations
in critical views and methods, to take into account important new publications in
literature, criticism, and scholasship, and also to take advantage of suggestions for im-
provements and additions, some solicited by the publisher and others volunteered by
users of the Glassary. All the entries have been reviewed, and most of them have

ix



X PREFACE

been revised in order to clarify or add verve to the exposition, but above all, to bring
the entries up to date in their substance, their references, and their lists of suggested
readings. Books originally published i languages other than English are listed in their
English transiation.

Mainly in response to requests by readers, 24 terms have been added in this edi-
tion of the Glossary. Especially notable are substantial new essays on the book, book
history studies, Darwinian literary studies, and the concept of the fine arts. The book
now encompasses discussions of more than 1,150 literary terms.

The aim of this new version of the Glossary remains the one announced by its
author in the first edition: to produce the kind of handbook he would have found
most valuable when, as an undergraduate, he was an eager but sometimes bewildered
student of literature and literary criticism.
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How to Use This Glossary

To expedite reference to a literary term, this edition has merged the former Index of
Terms with the entries that make up the text of the book. The reader will now find,
in a single alphabetic listing, all the terms discussed in the Glossary. Each term that is
not itself the subject of the entry it identifies is followed, in boldface, by the number
of the page in which it is defined and discussed. This is followed by the page
numbers, in italics, of the occurrences of the term in other entries, in contexts that
clarify its significance and illustrate how it is used in critical discourse; in the text of
these entries, the term itself is italicized.

Some of the listed terms are supplemented by references to a number of closely
related terms. These references expedite for a student the fuller exploration of a liter-
ary topic, and make it easier for a teacher to locate entries that serve the needs of a
particular subject of study. For example, supplementary references list entries that
identify the various types and movements of literary criticism, the terms most relevant
to the analysis of style, the entries that define and exemplify the various literary genves,
and the many entries that deal with the forms, component features, history, and crit-
ical discussions of the drama, lyric, and novel.

Those terms, mainly of foreign origin, that are most likely to be mispronounced
by a student are followed (in parentheses) by a simplified guide to pronunciation.
The following vowel markings are used:

i (fate) i (pin)
i {pat) 5 (rope)
4 {father) 6 (pot)

8 (meet) oo ({food)
& (get) a  {cup)

1 (pine)

Authors and their works that are discussed in the Glossary are listed in an Jndex of Authors
at the end of this volume. To make it easy to locate, the outer edges of the Index are

colored gray.



