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Introduction

The sun, from sadness, will not shine at all today. There was
never a sadder story than this story of Romeo and Juliet.

Romeo and Juliet is one of the most famous love stories in the
world. Today, more than four hundred years after it was written,
it is as popular as in shakespeare's time. perhaps this is because
the play is more than a great love story. It is also about murder, life
and death, happiness and sadness, problems between parents and
children, and the terrible hate between two great families. There
are six deaths in Romeo and Juliet! some parts of the play are quiet
and romantic, some are exciting, some are funny and some are
very sad.

many of shakespeare's play take place in ¢ ri}‘)utside England
like Italy, Greece or Denmark. The ch Romeo and Juliet
live in the famous city of Veron%~ rth of Italy.

The story is about two i amilies of the town, the capulets
and the Montagues eYamilies are great enemies.

we are not tol reason for their hate-only that it is not new.
they are always fighting in the streets of Verona, and this is a great
problem for the prince and the people of the town. Then Romeo,
the only son of the Montagues, falls in love with Juliet, the only
daughter of the capulets. Their love ends their families' hate-but
only with their deaths.

shakespeare has given us some beautiful language in Romeo and
Juliet, and also some wonderful characters. Friar Laurence, wise and
kind, tries to help the lovers. Mercutio, Romeo's friend, laughs and
jokes about love. Lord capulet, Juliet's father, doesn't understand
his doughter. The Nurse never stops talking. Angry Tybalt is always
ready for a fight, and Benvolio, Romeo's cousin, only wants peace.
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William shakespeare is the most famous writer of plays in the
English language. He was born in Stratford-Upon-Avon on 26 April
1564, in the time of Queen Elizabeth l,and died on 23 April 1616.
He Wrote thirty-seven plays and many famous poem's. His plays are
about different subjects. some of them are about famous people in
history.

Others are stories from the literature of the time. He was not only
a writer of plays-he also acted in Them. His plays were very popular
and succesful.

In 1582 shakespear married Anne Hathaway, and they had three
children-aboy and two girls. By 1597 he was rich enough to by New
Place, the largest house in Stratford.

Shakespear began writing Rome &in 1594, when he was
abaut thirty years old. The.i story was not Shakespear's.
It came from a story jyid y Arthur Brooke about two young

Iv‘es. Shakespeare took Brooke's story and
wrote his nd it, but he added new characters too.

In Shakespeare's time, the actors were all men. So the part of Juliet
was played by a boy. This is quite hard for us to imagine now! Many

lovers who kill

great actors and actresses have wanted to play Romeo or Juliet in
the theatre. There have also been films and television plays. In 1968
Franco Zeffirelli made a beautiful film in Italy with two unknown
young actors, Leonard Whiting and Olivia Hussey. Sometimes
Romeo and Juliet is shown as a modern story taking place in today's
world. In 1996 the actor Leonardo Dicaprio played Romeo in a very
different kind of Romeo and Juliet from Shakespear's. In this film,
the story and characters were moved from the old Italian city of
Verona to the very modern city of New York.
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Reading and acting the Play

you can read Romeo and Juliet silently. like every other story in a
book. you will have to imagine the places, the characters' clothes
and their voices from the words on the page.

But Shakespeare did not write Romeo and Juliet as literature for
reading. He wrote it for actors on a theatre stage. you can read the
play in a group with other people. This is very different from silent
reading. you can speak the words and bring the characters to life. They
can sound happy, sad or angry. You can add silences and important
noises, like the sound of knocking. You can also stop and discuss the
play. What does this character mean? Why does he/ she/ that?

But you can have more fun if you act the play. Romeo and Juliet
has a lot of movement and colour. There are wopderful love scenes,
but there are exciting fight too. There is music a\ dancing. There
are scenes with a crowd, and scen %sﬁ two people. The
characters can show their feeli E&e words, but also by their
actions. Romeo can show hj Ve Juliet, Tybalt can show his hate
for Romeo and Lord n show his changing feelings towards
his daughter.

If you act Romeo and Juliet, the scenes should look different
the town square in Verona, Juliet's bedroom, Friar Laurence's
garden and the Capulets'vault. You should also think about stage
equipmentswords, a rope, a bottle of poison, a letter. Romeo and
Juliet has a lot of characters. Some have large parts, like Romeo,
Juliet and Friar Laurence-others, like the Doctor in Mantua, only
have a few short lines. Some characters don't speak, but their
actions on stage are important. How many townspeople do you
need? How many guests will there be at Lord Capulet's party?
Romeo and Juliet is a wonderful play. you can read it or you can act
it. But have fun and enjoy it!



The Characters in the play

PRINCE ESCALUS, Prins of Verona

MERCUTIO,a relative of the Prince and a friend of Romeo
PARIS, a relative of the Prince; he wants to marry Juliet
SERVANT, Paris's servant

LORD MONTAGUE, head of the Montague family
LADY MONTAGUE, Lord Montague's wife
ROMEOQ, Lord Montague's son
BENVOLIO, Romeo's cousin; Romeo and Mercutio's friend friend
ABRAM, a servant of the Montague family
BALTHASAR, Romeo's servant A (
A

LORD CAPULET, head of the Cap

LADY CAPULET, Lord Capule &a
JULIET, Lord Capulet' “Lézhr
TYBALT, Juliet's ¢
NURSE, Jul
COUSIN CAPULET, Lord Capulet's old cousin
PETER, Lord Capulet's servant

SAMPSON and GREGORY, servants of the Capulet family

FRIAR LAURENCE, a religious friar

FRIAR JOHN, assistant to Friar Laurence

DOCTOR, from the town of Mantua

SIX GUARDS, guarding Verona at night

TOWNSPEOPLE of Verona

SERVANTS, the Prince of Verona's servants

YOUNGM EN IN MASKS, friends of Romeo and Mercutio
TYBALT'S FRIENDS

GUESTS at Lord Capulet's party



