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The States Parties to this Convention,
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Concerned about the seriousness of problems and
threats posed by corruption to the stability and security
of societies, undermining the institutions and values of
democracy, cthical values and justice ahdjeopardizing
sustainable development and the ralé of law,
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Concerned also abouit thelinks between corruption and
other forms of crimeyin particular organized crime and
economic crimé, ifieluding moneylaundering,
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Concerned further about cases of corruption that in-
volve vast quantities of assets, which may constitute a
substantial proportion of the resources of States, and
that threaten the political stability and sustainable de-
v.elopm-ent of those States,
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Convinced that corruption is no longer a local matter
but a transnational phenomenon that affects all socie-
tics and economies, making international tooperation
to prevent and control it essential, :
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Convinced also that a comprehensive and multidiscipli-

nary approach is requiréd to-prevent and combat cor-

ruption effectively,
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Convinced furthier that the availability of technical as-
sistance.can play an important role in enhancing the
ability, of States, including by strengthening capacity
and by institution-building, to prevent and combat cor-
ruption effectively,
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Convinced that the illicit acquisition of personal wealth
can be particularly damaging to democratic institu-
tions, national economies and the rule of law,
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Determined to prevent, detect and deter in a more gffec-

tive manner international transfers of illicitly acquired

assets and to trengthen international cosperation in

asset recoVery, |
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Acknowledging the fundamental principles of due pro-
cess of law in criminal proceedings and in civil or ad-
minigtrative proceedmgs to,adjudicate property rights,
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Bearing in mihd that the prevention and eradication
of corruption is a responsibility of all States and that
they must cooperate with one another, with the support
and mvolvement of individuals and groups outside the
publlc sector, such as civil society, non- -governmental
organizations and community-based organizations, if
their efforts in this area are to be effective,
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Bearing also in mind the principles of proper manage-
ment of public affairs and public property, fairness, re-
sponsibility and equality before the law,and the need to
safeguard integrity and to foster a culture of rejection
of corruption, o
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Commending the Work, of the Commission on Crime

Prevention and Crimlinal Justice and the United Na-

tions Office on, Drigs and Crime in preventmn and

combating corruption,
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Recalling the work carried out by other international
and regional organizations in this field, including the
activities of the African Union, the Council of Europe,
the Customs Cooperation Council (also known as the
World Customs Organization), the European Union,
the League of Arab States, the Organisation for Eco-




nomic Cooperation and Development and the Organi-

zation of American States,
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Taking note with appreciation of multilateral in$tru-
ments to prevent and combat corruptiesn, including,
inter alia, the Inter-American Convention against Cor-
ruptlon, adopted by the Organization of American
States on 29 March 1996,1 the Conveintion on the Fight
against Corruption involving Officialg of the European
Communities or Officials 6f Member States of the Eu-
ropean Union, adopted by the Council of the European
Union on 26 May 1997,2 the ‘Convention on Combat-
ing Bribery of Foreign Pullic Officials in Internation-
al Business Transactions, adopted by the Organisation
for Economic Cogperation and Development on 21 No-
vember 199743 the Criminal Law« Convention on Cor-
ruptlon, adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe on 27 January 1999,4 the Civil Law
Convention on Corruption, adopted by the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 4 November
1999,5 and the African Union Convention on Prevent-
ing and Combating Corruption, adopted by the Heads
of State and Government of the African Union on 12
July 2003,
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Welcoming the entry-into force on 29 September 2003
of the United Nations Convention agam§t Transnatlon-'
al Organized Crime, '
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Have agreed as follows:
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