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Introduction

George Orwell's real name was Eric Blair. He was born in 1903
in India, where his father worked as a government officer in the
Bengal civil service: He was taken back to England as a small
child, and although his family had little rnoney, he won a place
at Eton, one of England's leading private schools. He therefore
grew up as a poor boy in a setting in which social class was vitally
important and poverty was looked down on,

In 1922 Orwell joined the police force in Burma. While he was
there he read widely and found out a great deal about the
country. He became increasingly ashamed of his own role in the
country as he realised the extent to which t urmese were
ruled by the British against their Wl“. He hﬁleave in 1927
and decided not to return,

For the next few years Orwell @to experience a life of pov-
erty. He lived in Londo aris, mixing with the homeless, the
unemployed an@d workers. When he had no mote mon-
ey himself, he t job as a dishwasher in a Parisian hotel. He
also began to write about his experiences.

When he returned to London he continued to write. His
first book was published under the name of George Orwell
because, he.said, he was not proud of his own name. He
became a teacher, but had to abandon this as a result of
bad health. He worked for some time in a bookshop. Then,
in 1936, he married Eileen O'Shaughnessy and moved out
of London to live in rural Hertfordshire, where he ran a
vilage shop. S _— .

When the Spanish Civil Warstarted -however, Orwell felt that he
should travel to Spain. His intention.was to observe the situation
and write about it. Once there, though, he soon became involved
in the fighting on the Republican side. He was wounded in the
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fighting, and escaped with his wife across the border to France.
In 1938 he became seriously ill, so when the Second World War
for the windmill. Then there were lamp oil and candles for the
house, sugar for Napoleon's own table {he forbade this to the
other pigs, on the ground that it made: them fat), and all the
usual replacements such as tools, nails, string, coal, wire, :scrap-
iron, and dog biscuits. A stump of hay and part of the potato
crop were sold off, and the contract for eggs was increased to six
hundred a week, so that year the hens barely hatched enough
chicks to keep their numbers at the same level. Rations, reduced
in December, were reduced again in February, and lanternsin the
stalls were forbidden, to save cil. But the pigs, seemed comfort-
able enough, and in fact were putting en weight if anything. One
afternoon in late February a warm, rich, appetising scent, such as
the animals had never smelt before, itself across the yard
from the little brew house, wh@%been disused in Jones's
time, and which stood be 0\#’» itchen. Someone said it was
the smell of cookin *The animals sniffed the air hungrily
and wondered r a warm mash was being prepared fur
their supper. Bt no warm mash appeared and on the follow-
ing Sunday it was announced that from now onwards all barley
would be reserved for the pigs. The field beyond the orchard had
already been sown with barley. And the news scon leaked out
that every pig was now receiving a ration of 11 pint of beer daily,
with half a gallon for Napoleon himself, which was always served
to him in the Crown Derby soup tureen.

But if there were hardships to be borne, they were partly off-
set by the fact that life nowadays had a greater dignity than it
had had before. There were more songs, more speeches, more
processions. Napoleon had commanded that once a week there
should be held something called a Spontaneous Demonstration,
the object of which was to celebrate the struggles and triumphs
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of Animal Farm. At the appointed time the animals would leave
their work and march round the precincts of the {arm in mili-
tary formation, with the pigs leading, then the horses, ther the
cows, then the sheep, and then the poultry. The dogs flanked
the improved conditions of all animals, and a set of seven com-
mandments are prepared by which they will all try to live. The
most important of these commandments is that "All animals are
equal”. The story describes how these ideals gradually disappear,
and the events that then follow.

0° :
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